

ADOPTED 7/24/18


Introduced by Council Members Crescimbeni, Morgan and Carter: 

RESOLUTION 2018-433-A
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING THE LIFE OF CLEVELAND EDWARD POWELL; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, Cleveland Edward Powell was born in the Old Arlington area of Jacksonville to Mary and Teddie Powell on October 21, 1936; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Powell grew up on Tree Hill in Arlington and graduated from Landon High School. In 1965 he became a professional surveyor and mapper and worked for the United States Army Corps of Engineers for 30 years, during which time he also earned a degree from the University of North Florida; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Powell was the official historian of the community group Old Arlington, Inc., and he was the resource that people in Arlington turned to with questions about the area’s past or their own family’s history. Mr. Powell fielded an average of 40 emails a day as well as constantly researching and sharing his knowledge through interviews or just talking to other people in the community; and

WHEREAS, Cleveland Powell helped develop a tour narrative that detailed the contributions of Jean Ribault, Pedro Menendez de Aviles and Zephaniah Kingsley to Jacksonville’s early history; the role played by the Jacksonville, Mayport, Pablo Railway and Navigation Company in shaping Arlington roads; Tree Hill Nature Center; Timucuan Indian mounds; and the film studios of Richard Norman, who made 1920s silent films starring African-Americans at a time when blacks in films were usually caricatured; and
WHEREAS, Mr. Powell continued a family tradition of historical research that went back to his great-grandfather, W.F. Bruce, who moved to St. Augustine in 1884, and his family has been collecting, documenting and preserving, passing along photographs, letters, papers and even some machines and tools since those early days; and 
WHEREAS, Cleveland Powell’s efforts as a historian earned him a historic resolution from the Jacksonville City Council in February of 2015 which honored his documentation and preservation of Arlington, and Mr. Powell passed away on June 3, 2018 at the age of 81; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby honors the life and mourns the passing of Cleveland Edward Powell and is grateful for his passion to maintain and preserve the history of Jacksonville, particularly the history of the Arlington area. 

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

__/s/ Paige Hobbs Johnston
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Richard Distel, City Council Research
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